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OPINION

Gov. Brown: Veto the teacher dismissal bill AB375
Richard A. Carranza  Published 5:10 pm, Tuesday, September 24, 2013

During the very last days of the legislative

session, a flawed measure dealing with

teacher dismissal, Assembly Bill 375, was

pushed through the Legislature and sent to

Gov. Jerry Brown. This bill is a classic case

of good intentions to protect student safety

gone awry  it should be vetoed by the

governor, and accompanied by a strong

message that it is time to go back to the

drawing board and come up with some real

solutions.

First, I want to be clear that I am proud of the incredible work being done by our teachers,

principals, counselors and other staff, and know that the safety and education of our

students is their highest priority. But it is a sad fact that I must occasionally recommend to

our governing board that we dismiss an employee either for poor performance or, in

extremely rare cases, for serious misconduct involving the children entrusted to our care.

When we are required to take such action, we need a teacher dismissal process that is fair

and efficient, and correctly balances the rights of employees with the safety and educational

needs of our students. Current law does not do this  it is a convoluted, costly and time

consuming process  but despite its claims to fix these problems, AB375 makes a bad

process even worse.

For example, AB375 would restrict the ability of our district to gather evidence during the

dismissal process, add procedural hurdles to the immediate suspensions of employees

when serious misconduct with children is alleged, make it more difficult to amend charges

if new information is uncovered during investigations, and create unworkable timelines for

new processes and procedures while severely limiting the authority of the administrative

law judge to alter those timelines when necessary. While I support the initial goal of the bill

to streamline the procedure for teacher dismissal and make it more costeffective, the

technical flaws in the bill produce the opposite result.

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C7zq3Di39V_2kMMuLBezJpYgH3PWK7UbmgZiW8wLdjKe9rQIQASC744ckYMmO-IbIo_waoAHijOP2A8gBAuACAKgDAcgDmQSqBPIBT9BjwS1O68NqWEVp1N-i7hiRee6oLGosMpR7yo0gS7jDdDzf90QFm4NKTC1PBHosAyeKM-B9gTpjf3XymVQsQce6nsrTuV_J_e_pDnbWea03e_V62GGa_WOZjXfwH68K8BTvK_JVF8IzH-z5ba_AGVlHkvv_1sXyRM9uknMLz-yz136vHS0IUTEf-eMXqzA0ap5mF_lYKD7iSBwLuFcD-JhXF2IOCRTq5YvB17dKwIo09JSWbPZzYn3MbMPaBYqSgUfrxS8Ztk_uXlW4RPKHbeSAeu770fxErvJT9l0pPDigWJjyjRJimh7aHaB82gEJUlzgBAGIBgGgBgKAB4bznAmoB4HGG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIBhEAHYEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoQHzW2YEZP9AVKMZEHIJXGQ&sig=AOD64_0F65f3KkkHLVKUZFyXvznduanffA&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&adurl=http://grammarly.com/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_campaign%3DV_Prof_EXP_BAN%26utm_ag%3DInm-Emp%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_content%3D99489855486%26utm_term%3D%26matchtype%3D%26placement%3Dwww.sfgate.com%26network%3Dd%26utm_phase%3DEXP
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fopenforum&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Assembly+Bill%22
http://www.sfgate.com/search/?action=search&channel=opinion%2Fopenforum&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Jerry+Brown%22


For this reason, I am not aware of any district superintendent or human resources director

who supports AB375.

While I oppose AB375, I fully agree that the teacher discipline and dismissal process should

be reworked. We need a fair and efficient process that focuses on the safety and educational

needs of our students while protecting the rights of our employees. Along with my

colleagues I stand ready to work with the Legislature, parents, organizations representing

teachers, and other interested parties to implement meaningful reforms to the dismissal

process. The children in our schools deserve no less, and I respectfully ask Gov. Brown to

give us that opportunity by vetoing Assembly Bill 375.

Richard A. Carranza is the superintendent of schools of the San Francisco Unified School

District.
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